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THE MORGAN COLLECTION OF COPTIC MANUSCRIPTS 

Professor Henri Hyvernat, of the Catholic University at Washing- 
ton, has just published in the Journal of Biblical Literature, Part I, 1012, 
the first scientific account of the extraordinary collection of Coptic 
manuscripts recently acquired by Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan. Some hints 
of the discovery of a mass of Coptic manuscripts have reached this 
country at various times within the last two years, but the facts of the 
discovery have not been definitely known. About two years ago some 
natives on the southwestern edge of the Fayum in Egypt chanced, 
among the ruins of an ancient convent, upon a stone vat containing a 
small library of Coptic manuscripts, biblical and patristic, together with 
the reed pens and leaden ink-wells of the scribes. It is this collection, 
hidden perhaps a thousand years ago, which has found its way, through 
the munificence of Mr. Morgan, to this country, and upon examination 
has proved, without doubt, for biblical study, the most important 
Coptic discovery yet made. 

The collection consists of fifty volumes, many of them still in their 
original bindings of the ninth or tenth century. Some of the manu- 
scripts are, indeed, dated in the early part of the ninth century, others 
in the tenth. Professor Hyvernat points out that they are thus the 
oldest dated Coptic manuscripts yet found. The collection includes 
six complete books of the Old Testament, Leviticus, Numbers, Deu- 
teronomy, I and II Samuel, and Isaiah. These are important since, 
hitherto, only fragments of these have come to light. In the New 
Testament the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and John are preserved entire, 
as are the epistles of Paul, of Peter, and of John. There is also a con- 
siderable part of Luke. There are some liturgical manuscripts, and what 
promises to be a very valuable group of apocryphal writings. 

Although these were found in the Fayum they are mostly in the 
Sahidic dialect. There are also two Fayumic manuscripts and a Bohai- 
ric copy of the gospels, not indeed complete, but of great value as the 
oldest copy of them in that dialect thus far found. The bringing of this 
collection to America is an event of great importance for American 
biblical and patristic studies. Professor Hyvernat is, we believe, 
intrusted with its investigation. 
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